
Discovery High School opened its doors in 2018 to offer high school students in
Camas an engaging, project-based-learning option that addresses rigorous
academics while also developing essential career and college success skills. We are
a STEAM-focused school (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math)
offering multiple pathways to personalize student learning. In our first year, we
served 9th grade students only and have added a cohort each year, celebrating our
first graduates in 2022. Rise Phoenix! 

OUR COMMUNITY

Camas is a community of approximately 25,000 residents nestled along the banks
of the Columbia River at the mouth of the Columbia Gorge. Camas has a long
history in Southwest Washington, initially as a blue-collar, paper mill town. More
recently, many new high-tech firms have been recruited to the area creating a
gradual change in demographics and significant population growth. Thanks to a
tradition of strong community support for its schools and available housing, both
the community and the school district are among the fastest-growing in the state.

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Discovery High School addresses rigorous content and the critical success skills
needed to launch into life after high school through project-based-learning. After
opening our doors for 9th grade students in 2018, we are excited to celebrate our
first senior class in 2022! 

In addition to teaching and evaluating the same content as all high schools in the
state of Washington, we actively teach and evaluate communication,
collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity. Our students have the opportunity
to demonstrate these success skills and their content knowledge through
integrated group projects and individual passion projects multiple times a year.
Projects conclude with presentations and an exhibition of learning for community
stakeholders, thus increasing authenticity and engagement. 

For example, our LEAP project (Linking Engineering and Philanthropy) posed the
following driving question: How do we provide resource-poor youth with useful
and meaningful farming technology that will help meet the world’s food needs in
a sustainable manner? After a school-wide exhibition with feedback from
community members and experts, the top three teams presented their solutions
to engineers at Mercy Corps’ headquarters in Portland, OR. This is just one
example of the deep and meaningful learning opportunities our students
experience that has prepared them to successfully transition into college and
careers. We learn for life!

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT
 

At Discovery High School, we engage with challenging, real-world
problems. We interact with content through relevant and meaningful

projects while developing collaboration, communication, creativity, and
critical thinking skills that launch students into dynamic futures.  

 
We learn for life.

OUR SCHOOL

SCHOOL PROFILE

A student discusses his LEAP project (Linking
Engineering and Philanthropy) with a guest panelist. 
 His team's solution used low voltage electricity to
stimulate and expidite plant growth. The driving
question? How do we provide resource-poor youth with
useful and meaningful farming technology that will help
meet the world’s food needs in a sustainable manner?

LINKING ENGINEERING & PHILANTHROPY

Driving Question:  Amidst rapid urbanization, how can
we redesign and build cities to be more sustainable?

Students working with Camas city
planners to brainstorm zoning ideas.

URBAN PLANNING 

PROJECT EXAMPLES

PANDEMIC SUPPORT

Driving Question:  Using design-thinking, how can we
create low-cost stanchions for our district to assist
with mitigation strategies when we return to school?

DHS Students designing & manufacturing stanchions
for schools in our district, in addition to thousands of
PPE masks and shields for local medical personnel.



Collaborators

Critical
Thinkers

Communicators

Initiators

Creators

SCHOOL POPULATION

American Indian / Alaskan Native 
Asian 
Black / African American 
Hispanic / Latino of any race(s) 
Native Hawaiian / Other Pacific Islander 
White 
Two or More Races 

GRADUATION REQUIRMENTS

PROJECT EXAMPLES

1.8 %
5.8%
4.2%
8.9%
0%
88%
13.2%

 

English 9  1.0
English 10 1.0
World History: Early & Modern 1.0
English 11 1.0
U.S. History 1.0
English 12 1.0
Civics/Contemporary World Issues 1.0
Washington State History 0.0
Laboratory Science 3.0

  
Students constructing an interactive model of the
the Columbia River Gorge, scaling a 90-mile wide
canyon into a 9-by-9-foot space.

MUSEUM INSTALLATION

Driving Question:  How can we create a display for
our local museum that visually represents how the
Lower Columbia River Gorge was formed and how
these physical landforms impact both past and
present communities?

CLASS OF 2022 COLLEGES &
UNIVERSITIES

DEMOGRAPHICS

Mathematics 3.0
Physical Education and Health 2.0
Career Technology & Education 1.0
Fine, Visual, or Performing Arts 2.0*
Electives 6.0
World Language  2.0**

* Or 1.0 Art and 1.0 Personal Pathway
** Or 2.0 Personal Pathway  

ADVANCED COURSES

Discovery’s unique schoolwide project-based learning approach stresses
rigorous, in-depth learning for all students. Core level academic content is
integrated across disciplines as students engage collaboratively in real world
problem solving, analyzing complex issues and developing innovative solutions as
they master critical learning objectives. Because all instruction at Discovery is
based on this model, and because of our small size, we limit the number of
standalone advanced courses available to students, believing that all students
can achieve high levels of learning through their regular coursework. Therefore,
we offered the following AP courses during the class of 2023's time at Discovery:

Discovery High School
5125 NW Nan Henriksen Way
Camas, WA 98607

“Discovery gives us the tools to think outside of the box
and to solve modern issues using 21st century skills.”  

Kieran Halsinger, 2022 graduate

Augustana College
Beloit College

California Polytechnic 
Carnegie Mellon

Central Washington
University

Chapman University
Charter College
Clark University

College of Wooster
Colorado State University

Dickinson College
George Fox University

George Mason University
Gonzaga University 
Gettysburg College

Goucher College
Grand Canyon University

Hofstra University
Lewis & Clark College

Mt. Hood Comm. College
Muhlenberg College

Oregon Institute of Tech.
Oregon State University

Oregon Tech
Pacific Lutheran University

 
 

Palm Beach State College
Portland State University

Reed College
Saint Martin's University

Santa Clara University
Seattle Pacific University
Southwestern University

St. Olaf's College
University of CA-Davis

University of CA-Santa Cruz
University of Hawaii-Manoa
Univ. of NC School of Arts

University of Akron
University of Oregon
University of Portland

University of Puget Sound
University of Redlands

University of Washington
Valparaiso University

Warren Wilson College
Washington State University
Western WA Honors College

Western WA University
Whitman College

Whitworth University
Willamette University

WSU Vancouver
 
 

4 year college/university           65.45%
2 year college                              20%
Total college                                85.45%
Work and other                          14.54%

DHS STUDENTS' POST HS PLANS

AP Calculus AB
AP Human Geography
AP Spanish

360-833-5790
School Code: 480050
https://camas.wednet.edu/schools/dhs/


